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CHAPTER L

CLOSE OF THE PERSIAN RULE.

PERSIA

B.C.E.

Cyrus conquers

the Babyloni-
ans.

........... 536
Cambyses ...... 529
Darius. ........ 522
Xerxes..... .... 485

Artaxerxes I
(Longimanus) 461

DariusII (Ochus. 424
Artaxerxes II
Mnemon. ...
Artaxerxes
(Ochus)
Alexander,
Greek, over-
throwsthe Per-
sian Empire..

332

JUDEA

Return of
dah from

Second Temple
rebuilt

Esther and Mor-
decai

516

Ezra goes to Je--
rusalem......

Nehemiah's first
visit .........

Nehemiah Gov-
ernor of Judea 432

Judea subject to
Greek rule ... 332

PAMOUS
CONTEMPORARIES
FLOURISHED B.C.E

GautamaBuddha 500
Confucius...... 500
Socrates ...... 450
Xenophon...... 400

The story covered by the early dates in this table

is not yet post-Biblical.

It is already told in the later

Books of Ezra, Nehemiah, Haggai and Zechariah

(i-viii).

close of the life-work of these men.
The restoration of the Jews to Judea did not mate-
rialize as gloriously as Isaiah in Babylon had prefigured

The history of this volume begins with the






























GREEK AND JEW. 19

view of life. When over-zealous souls would wish to
impose upon themselves the abnegations of the Nazarite
(See Numbers vi) he discouraged such extremes. “Why
voluntarily renounce gifts that God in His love has
bestowed for our joy?”’ That voices the spirit of Juda-
ism. It is said that certain wondrous manifestations of
Divine grace ceased with his death. These are but
legends, but they show how much he was revered and
loved. ‘

Joseph, the nephew of Onias, a man of resources, was
appointed by Ptolemy Euergetes tax-gatherer of the
Palestinian lands. It was a position of great import-
ance, and made him practically governor (230 B. C. E.)
of all Palestine with title of Satrap. He exercised his
power with severity. Still he brought wealth and im-
provement to Judea and awakened in the Jews a greater
confidence in themselves.

Certainly contact with the Greeks widened the hori-
zon of the Jews, furthered their culture, and gave them
a taste for the arts. But Greek civilization had perils
as well as advantages—nor was it transplanted to the
East in its noblest form. The Greeks were fond of
conviviality, so often the stepping-stone to immorality.
That was why the prophets, from Samuel on, so
frowned upon Canaanitish revelries. Some Jews
. quickly imitated this pagan frivolity and dissipation.
Joseph, the satrap, in order to please Ptolemy Philo-
pater, the next Graeco-Egyptian monarch, introduced
Dionysian (Bacchanalian) festivities in Jerusalem;
these really meant drunken orgies. Next he imported
to the Jewish capital dissolute dancing-women. These
associations began to loosen the adherence of the people










































DANIEL AND THE APOCRYPHA. 33

in due course, carrying the narrative down to 135 B. C.
It is written from the strict standpoint of the Chassidim.
These, it will be remembered, were the extremely pious
party. It is couched in sober historic style. Its value
as authentic Jewish history cannot be over-estimated.
Wrritten originally in Hebrew (or Aramaic), it un-
fortunately has come down to us only in a Greek trans-
lation.

The second Book of Maccabees was written in Greek
and is a condensation of a larger work. It confines it-
self to the series of events between 175 and 160.
Though written in more ornate style, it is less reliable;
but it contains some interesting stories, such as the
martyrdom of Eleazar, Hannah and her seven sons.
Like Daniel, it is written to edify and inspire.

We have space here only for a detailed notice of Ben
Sirach and Wisdom of Solomon, as indications of the
influence of Greek thought at its best on Jewish think-
ers. Together with the Bible books of Proverbs, Job
and Ecclesiastes, they form a group called “Wisdom
Literature.” A large part of both books is devoted to
the value of wisdom, but it is that wisdom the begin-
ning of which is the fear of the Lord.

The Wisdom of Jesus (Greek for Joshua), Ben Si-
rach or ECCLESIASTICUS is a commentary on the times.
It was written about 180, in Judea, before the persecu-
tion began under Antiochus, the Syrian, who was so
little Greek and so largely pagan. It urges obedience
to the Lew and Commandments and gives copious rules
of conduct in every relation of life.
























JUDEA FIGHTS FOR ITS INDEPENDENCE. 41

pletely upset Tryphon’s scheme ui:d saved Judea from

-disaster. Like Jonathan, he became ~t once by popular
choice the religious and civil head oi his people with
the title, High Priest, included. He felt the time had
come to throw off the weak rule of the unreliable, vacil-
lating Syrian power, though this was far beyond the
original expectation when the revolt began and far be-
yond its aims. Yet the march of events made it a logi-
~ cal sequence. He decided to recognize Demetrius II.
against Tryphon on condition that Jewish indepernd-
ence be recognized in turn. The terms were accepted
—*“We release you from the crown which you owe us
and we remit the taxes that we laid on Jerusalem.”
Verily, the yoke of the Gentiles was taken away from
Israel.

The Seleucidean Era was now renounced together
with the Seleucidean sway, and the reckoning of years
began anew from 142 with the accession of Simon as
High Priest, Commander of the Army and Prince of
the Nation. This marked again the independence of
Judah that had been lost since the year 600 B. C., when
Nebuchadnezzar overthrew Jerusalem and its Temple
and took the Jews into Babylonian exile.

NotE.
Jewish shekel and half-shekel coins of Simon’s time
are still in existence. (See Anglo-Jewish Historical
Exhibition Volume.)


















BOOK II.
JUDEA INDEPENDENT












PHARISEES AND SADDUCEES. 51

famous temple on Mt. Gerizim was destroyed. Idumea
(Edom) was also conquered and Judaism imposed by
force, but that kind of conversion was always against
the free and tolerant spirit of Judaism and against its
very genius. We shall later see that it brought its own
Nemesis and weakened the cause of Israel.

Let us not forget that the rise of the Hasmoneans
had come about in a measure through a conflict for
religious integrity between the extreme pietists on the
one hand, the Chassidim, and the worldly Hellenists on
the other, with varied shades of opinion in between.
These religious divergences had now crystallized into
two ‘schools that acquired the names—PHARISEEs and
Sappucees. It is hard to say just when these distinc-
tions began. Perhaps they were always there; for we
meet the two groups—conservative and progressive in
all creeds and in nearly all eras. The division is natural.
It marks broadly the two grand divisions into which
all human beings become grouped in organized so-
ciety.

Now let us consider in particular the distinctions
that differentiated these two parties in the Jewish State.
The Sadducees were largely composed of the priestly
families—the priestly caste, who were not necessarily
the religious class. It corresponded rather to what we
would call the aristocracy. In this party too were
largely the military. They were faithful to the Mosaic
Law, the Pentateuch, but gave slight allegiance to the
later religious injunctions that came to be developed
from the Law by the Scribes. As to their attitude
toward life in general. they did not approve of holding
aloof from the world, but encouraged a mingling with


















A ROYAL HOUSE AGAIN. 59

These were:
Flourished
: about
1. Jose ben Joezer and Jose ben
Jochanan .. .170 B.C.E.
2. Joshua ben Perachla ‘and Mattax
the Arbelite ................. 140 - 1IO
3. Judah ben Tabbai and Simon ben
Shetach ............. feeeeea. 100 - QO
4. Shemaiah and Abtalyon......... 65 - 35
5. Hillel and Shammai. . . 30

Here are some of the most fa.mous saymgs attributed
to them:

Jose ben Joezer—Let thy house be a meeting
place for the wise. Cover thyself with the dust
of their feet and quench thy thirst with their
words.

Jose ben Joezer—Let thy house be opened wide
and let the needy be thy household.

Joshua ben Perachia—Procure for thyself an
instructor, possess thyself of a worthy associate,

- and judge every man in the scale of merit.

Mattai the Arbelite—Associate not with the
wicked and flatter not thyself that thou canst evade
punishment.

Jehudah ben Tabbai—Constitute not thyself
dictator to the Judges.

Shemaiah—ILove labor and hate pomp and suf-
fer thyself to remain unknown to the head of the
State.

Ssmon ben Shetach flourished in this reign. He was
brother-in-law of the king, by whom he had been never-
theless imprisoned. But when the queen came to the
throne, he was practically placed as the religious head
of affairs. Simon ben Shetach and his associate Tab-
bai reorganized the Council and hence were called “re-












RIVAL CLAIMANTS FOR THE THRONE. 63

dangerous precedent, for the power that could grant
a throne by its decision might also take it away. So,
while it was rendered in favor of Aristobulus, it was
as a vassal rather than as independent king that -he held
his throne for some two years. The real gainer was
Rome. It had now the right to revoke its decision;
and it did. The people, disgusted with their unworthy
leaders who cared nothing for the nation, but only for
its honors—appealed to Rome to abolish the monarchy
that had been gradually introduced and restore the old
régimé of the High Priesthood.

But Aristobulus dared resist even Rome and en-
trenched himself against invasion. This was fatal both
for him and Judea. The Temple Mount was besieged.
It was taken with frightful massacre by lustful Romans.
This was in 63. Pompey entered the Holy of Holies
(a sacrilegious act in the eyes of the Jews), in which,
to his surprise he found no idol. He curtailed the
Jewish State and made it tributary. Aristobulus must
grace Pompey’s triumph at Rome.

So much for the vain conquests of John Hyrcanus
and Alexander Janneus. They evaporated with a word
from Pompey. Thus ended the Judean independence
for which the early Maccabees had fought so nobly.
It had endured but seventy-nine years. Over this
tributary State Hyrcanus II. was made High Priest.
The kingship created by the first Aristobulus was short-
Jived indeed.












JUDEA UNDER ROMAN SUZERAINTY. 67

aided by the craftily adaptive Antipater and Herod,
who succeeded in squeezing money from Judea for the
maintenance of their army against Antony. Herod
was now made governor of Caelo-Syria and could
snap his fingers at the Sanhedrin. Judea, in fact, was
a prey to anarchy.

In 42 Brutus and Cassius were defeated at Philippi
by Antony and Octavian, and it seemed that an end
had come to the fortunes of Herod. His father had
been slain, caught in a final act of heartless duplicity
against Hyrcanus. But Herod had the adroit cunning
of his father and knew how to desert a sinking ship
and change his allegiance to the man of rising fortunes.
With plausible words Herod made his peace with An-
tony. Nor could the complaints against him and his
brother by the Jewish nobility avail any. On the con-
trary, Antony made them both tetrachs—subordinate
governors—of Judea at the expense of the weak and
aging Hyrcanus.

ANTIGONUS, a son of Aristobulus, taking advantage
of a Parthian uprising, made one more effort to seize
the Jewish throne. Herod was put to flight and Hyr-
canus deposed altogether. This last scjon of the Has-
monean house held a brief royal sway from 40 to 37.
He lacked the greatness of the earlier Hasmoneans to
hold the nation and antagonized the Sanhedrin instead
of attaching it to him. Herod, after varied shifts,
sailed to Rome, making an appeal at headquarters. De-
ceiving all by his plausibility, he obtained an appoint-
ment as “King of Judea” from Antony’s senate. But
for that throne he must now fight the man in posses-
sion. There followed a series of engagements in






























HILLEL. 77

the custom prevailed among the rabbis to make laws
for all exigencies in that way for many centuries to

corxae. The practice arose from the reverence paid the
‘ Laww that induced them to seek authority for every
 regralation they found needful, in the pages of Holy

Writ. We might say it was a virtue carried to the:

&xtreme of a fault. Hillel's Seven Rules gave new

force to the Oral Law. So he was called the “Re-
g erator of the Law.”

In Hillel and Shammai the “Pairs” referred to in
Chapter viii reached their culmination. A teaching
of SShammai ran, “Say little but do much.” These
fWD men were the founders of two distinct schools of
Intexrpretation of Jewish Law. They were as distinct
In T hheir character as in their exposition of Scripture.
Hil d el was broad, tolerant and original; Shammai—
narmx~ow, strict, and conservative. Hillel’s opinions
WE~ e usually accepted by later generations.

"~ \Where go you, Master,” said his disciples one day
whe=x he hastened from the house of learning. “I go
to Taeet a guest,” Hillel replied. “Who is this guest
o} ~ahom thou so often speakest?”’ The sweetness of

the  master’s face deepened into earnestness. ‘“My

guest is my soul. Too often in intercourse with the

world must its claims be pushed aside.”
But the day came, as indeed it must, when the soul’
was summoned to a greater tribunal than his own.

The day of Hillel's death was a day of mourning in

Israel. “O, pious, gentle, worthy follower of Ezra,”

cried the sorrowing people.

Such was the love and esteem in which he was held
py the scholars of his own and later ages, that the pres-



















BOOK III.
JUDEA UNDER ROME






























JESUS OF NAZARETH. (9] §

from the thraldom of Rome and gratify their wildest
expectations. Whether he first of his own accord laid
«laim to this mysterious title, or whether he was per-
suaded into it by his admirers, we cannot gather from
the few records that tell the events of his life. Feor
even these, the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark and
Luke) were written long after his death at a time when
startling opinions had already been formed about him;
and they do not quite agree. In fact, once regarded
as the Messiah, his life was recast to fit the Messianic
prophecies in the Scriptures! This made the Jesus of
the Gospel largely a mythical character.

Jesus could quite honestly have believed himself to
be a Messiah in the religious sense, though he was.
rather evasive when bluntly questioned. For many
sincere enthusiasts both before and since his time have
Dbelieved themselves specially chosen messengers of
God to bring redemption to their people. Mohammed,.
who flourished several centuries later, believed him-
self to have been sent by God to bring salvation to the
Arabians. And in a sense he was; to call him an im-
postor is uncharitable and untrue. In Israel’s history,
since the days of the procurators not a century has
passed but some one has come forward claiming to be
the Messiah. Some were honest, though mistaken;
some were mere adventurers.

Jesus accepted the Essene idea of the Messiah, that
is, he was less concerned with ushering in an earthly
than a heavenly kingdom. He was spurred on by the
religious rather than by the political expectations of
the Messiah’s advent.

This distinction was not clearly realized by the sim-
























A JEWISH KING ONCE MORE. 99

lg‘disposedunpu'ortouldhavcgivcntheh'ngdmnto

1S son, but was dissuaded by his commselors. The
214 regime of the hated procurators was restored once
Txore.

It is true this son, called Agrippa II. was given a
=mall dominion, but with little independent power. He
“was also entrusted with the superintendence of the
“Xemple which he did not always exercise wisely. He
“wwas well-disposed to the Jews, to whom he hardly be-
Monged and even used his influence at court to inter-
«ede in their favor. He imported wood for the Tem-
#ple use and employed the discharged workmen of the
Snished Herodian Temple to pave the city with mar-
Bble. He did all he could in his impotent way to pre-
~went hostilities between Rome and Judea, but his train-
ing had been Roman and his spirit was pagan. His
wwvas a weak nature entirely under the control of his
sister Berenice, a woman of questionable reputation
aand later a favorite of the Roman emperor Titus, who
Pplayed so large a part in Judea’s last days.

NoTEs AND REFERENCES.

Agrippa II. continued to hold his petty kingdom
for some time after Judea had fallen, and lived to read
Josephus’ history about it. He was the Agrippa before
whom Paul appeared, and to whom he said, “With
little wouldst thou win me over to be a Christian,”

















































































126 A THOUSAND YEARS OF JEWISH HISTORY.

Livy; but till retent years he has been neglected by
his own people. But then so was Philo.

NoTEs AND REFERENCES.

‘A very poor Hebrew rendering was made of the
works of Josephus and was styled “Yosippon.”

Among writers in defense and appreciation of the
Jews of this day were Alexander Polyhistor, Nicolaus
of Damascus and Strabo, the geographer.
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AKIBA. 153

fasth. Instance of this faith is illustrated in his visit
to Rome, with some of his colleagues to intercede with
Domitian on behalf of his people. They burst into
tears at beholding Rome’s splendor and mentally con-
trasting it with Jerusalem’s desolation. He met their
tears with a hopeful smile—“The present ruined con-
dition of our beloved land, foretold by the Prophets,
only assures me of the fulfillment of the brighter proph-
ecies of our ultimate triumph.”

Alas, even faith may have its drawbacks! Akiba’s
deep conviction that the restoration of Judea’s inde-
pendence was at hand, to be effected by the advent of
the Messiah, induced him to encourage the revolt that
was quietly but steadily spreading among his disaffect-
ed brethren.

Hadrian, little understanding the spirit of this peo-
ple reported to the Senate after making a circuit
through the Roman provinces, that all was peace. He
was both foolish and cruel enough to display his ab-
solute power and Israel’s complete subjection, not only
by withdrawing permission to rebuild the Jewish
Temple, but by ordering a heathen shrine to be reared
on its site, thus completely to paganize Jerusalem.

This was the last straw. The aged Rabbi Joshua
went to implore the Emperor to desist from this wanton
project, but in vain. It was one of the last acts of the
Patriarch’s life. Like Antiochus of old, Hadrian wish-
ed to obliterate Judaism—and Christianity too for that


















LAST STRUGGLE FOR LIBERTY. 159

Another, Rabbi Juda ben Baba, gathered some of his
disciples about him in a lonely spot, to ordain them as
rabbisby the rite of Semicha, already explained. Roman
soldiers discovering him, pierced him with a hundred
arrows.

Rabbi Akiba was among the martyrs and would not
avail himself of the temporary suspension of the cere-
monial Law. Reproached for exposing his life by
teaching the Law, he answered in a parable that has
since become famous, that of ‘“The Fox and the
Fishes.” Better that the fish should spurn the advice
of the crafty fox and remain in the water—their native
element—even tho’ it was made perilous by the nets
of men. Was not Judaism the native element of the
Jew?  Soon this noble soul was seized. Rufus or-
dered him to be flayed to death by iron pincers. But
religion cannot be killed in that way. In the midst
of his agonies, a seraphic smile illuminated his face.
“Daily,” said he, “I have recited the Shema, ‘Love
God with heart and soul and might,” and now I under-
stand its last phrase—‘with all thy might,’—that is
even though He ask thy life; here I give Him my life.”
With this wondrous recital of Israel’s prayer, this sweet
soul, whose opinions may have won some opponents,
but whose character all loved, passed away. His par-
able of “The Fox and the Fishes” contained a pro-
found truth, for verily through the inspiration of his
death and that of others like him does Israel abide to-






THE MISHNA. 161

poor students. Not at first recognized because of his
youth, he gave expression to the maxim, “Look not at
the vessel, but at that which it contains; for there are
new flasks full of old wine and old flasks which contain
not even new wine.” Did not Rabbi Joshua express a
similar sentiment?

His wife, Beruria, is the most renowned—or perhaps
the only renowned—woman in Talmudic annals. We
might compare her to the Shunamite (II Kings, iv.),
whom the Bible cafls a “great” woman. Great was
Beruria in strength of character, in dignity and withal
in motherly affection. She was indeed a helpmeet to her
husband and to many of her people in a time of storm
and stress. Her own parents had been martyrs in the
Hadrianic war. She was a scholar too. Her keen
penetration and at the same time her womanly tender-
ness are revealed in her interpretation of the text, “Let
sinners be consumed out of the earth.” (Psalms civ.—
35). Not hate-im, but hata-im—not sinners, but sin.
Then indeed will be fulfilled the hope at the conclusion
of the text—"“The wicked will be no more.”

Her strength of character is perhaps best revealed in
the pathetic story told of the consoling way in which
she broke to her husband the terrible news of the death
of their two sons. Through a beautiful symbolism she
lead him to confess, before she revealed the sad tid-
ings, that “jewels” lent to them must be returned; in
this way fortifying him with consolation for the sor-
























THE MISHXA 189

Boock of Job was not a history, buot a life problem pat
in the form of a story. He also tamght that Hell has no
real exastence.

Ancther teacher, Rabbi Simlai, searched the Script-
ures and entmerated 613 ordimances of Judaism—363
negative and 248 affirmative precepts. He found them
further reduced to edleven principles in the 15th Psalm;
in Isaiah xxxiii. to six; in Micah vi.-8 to three; in
Isaiah; Ivi. to two; and in Amos v.-4 to one; to one
also in Habbakuk 1i.-4-

Nor must we forget those delegate rabbis who, in-
vestigating the religious and educational condition of
various towns and finding in one place no teachers,
asked the magistrate to present the guardians of the
city. He marchel forth the armed men. “No,” said
the delegates, “these are not the guardians, but the
destroyers of a city. Its true guardians are the teach-
ers.
Let us mention in this group too Rabbi Abahu, the
last of the great men of the Palestinian schools, re-
nowned ‘-not so much as an expert on the Halacha as a
keen Hagadist. This is another way of saying that he

was not so much a subtle jurist as a great Preacher.
He was a student of human nature. His keen insight

on one occasion chose as the worthiest to pray for rain,
a man of bad repute, but whom he had discerned pos-
sessed a nature of rare worth.

”

NoTEs AND REFERENCES.
For a complete numeration of the 613 precepts, see





































































104 A THOUSAND YEARS OF JEWISH HISTORY.

The ethics of the Talmud have been touched upon
incidentally in preceding chapters. For a systematic
treatment read Part IV., Outlines of Talmudic Ethics,
in Mielziner’s Introduction to the Talmud. See also
Ethics of Judaism, Lazarus (transfation) Jewish Pub-
lication Society.
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JAPHETH AND SHEM




























































MAHOMET 217

In 630 he had conquered Mecca. This was called
“The Conquest.” Although he compelled the inhabi-
tants to give up their idols, he compromised so far as
to retain the Kaaba and the Feast, and to reinstate
Mecca as a holy city. Abraham was credited with be-
ing the father of the ritual. Fascinated by the glamor
of his remarkable triumphs, adherents came to him
from all sides. What other creeds have taken centuries
to attain, he achieved in his lifetime. This too rapid
success is one of the defects of his movement. It grew
too fast for excellence. So some of his successes were
failures, for to obtain them the spiritual was occasion-
ally sacrificed to the worldly.

As each new province came under his sway, its sub-
mission was to be exemplified by proclamation of Mue-
din for prayer, payment of alms-tax and acceptance of
the Moslem law. But their internal tribal affairs were
left untouched. In 632, in the eleventh year of the
Hegira, Mahomet died. But not till Arabia was at
his feet. He had founded a Religion and a State.

Norte.

Islam the name given to this religion and Moslem to
its followers are both derived from a word meaning
‘submission’ (to God.)






ISLAM AND THE JEWS 219

for the complete confirmation of his mission. There-
fore, forgetting how much he owed to their spiritual
treasures, he became their persecutor.

How history was repeating itself! Was not this
identically Israel’s experience with that other creed to
which its religion had given birth—Christianity? Its
adherents likewise said to the Jews, “We accept your
Scripture, ethics and divinity. Accept only from us
this individual Jesus, greatest of all prophets, the
Messiah in whom all your prophecies have been ful-
filled, who represents God’s new covenant with man.”
And because they refused, they were hated and
spurned. .

From endeavoring to pattern his religion as closely
as possible after the Jewish example, he now in sullen
resentment sought by arbritary changes to emphasize
its divergencies. Instead of turning to Jerusalem in
prayer, Mahometans were told to turn to Mecca. He
changed the Jewish Yom Kippur (Ashura), which he
had adopted, for the holy mouth of Ramadhan. He
altered the Sabbath from Saturday to Friday. Here
again was a parallel experience with Christianity,
which after three hundred years changed the Sabbath
to Sunday and rearranged its Calendar to make Easter
independent of Passover. Then like Christianity, too,
he inserted in his Scripture—the Koran—unkind
things and calumnies about the Jews. Yet, on the
whole, the Koran holds up many Bible characters as
exemplars.

There was a third parallel between these two
daughters of Judaism. Just as Christianity to win the
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